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Abstract. Information on the type material of the name Sporopodium caucasicum Elenkin et Woron. (≡ Gyalectidium 
caucasicum (Elenkin et Woron.) Vězda), stored in the lichenological herbarium of the Komarov Botanical Institute (LE L), 
is provided. The lectotype of the name is designated.
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Резюме. Приводится информация о типовом материале названия Sporopodium caucasicum Elenkin et Woron. 
(≡ Gyalectidium caucasicum (Elenkin et Woron.) Vězda), хранящемся в лихенологическом гербарии Ботанического 
института (LE L). Обозначен лектотип этого названия.
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Lichens — Лишайники

Lectotypification of the name Sporopodium cau-
casicum (Gyalectidium caucasicum; Gomphilla­
ceae). N.  A.  Komarnitskaya, L.  V.  Gagarina.  —  
Лектотипификация названия Sporopodium cau-
casicum (Gyalectidium caucasicum; Gomphillace-
ae). Н. А. Комарницкая, Л. В. Гагарина.

Sporopodium caucasicum Elenkin et Woron. 
(≡ Gyalectidium caucasicum (Elenkin et Woron.) 
Vězda) was described by A.  A.  Elenkin and 
N. N. Woronichin. There are two publications by 
Elenkin and Woronichin with the same title “Epi-
fil’nye lishainiki na Kavkaze [Foliicolous lichens in 
the Caucasus]”, containing descriptions of Sporo-
podium caucasicum (Elenkin, Woronichin, 1908, 
1909), and both are often dated 1908, which may 
be misleading when searching for an original de-
scription. For example, A.  Zahlbruckner in the 
“Just’s Botanischer Jahresbericht” cited the ar-
ticle in the “Trudy Imperatorskago S.-Peterburg-
skago Obshchestva Estestvoispytatelei” as the 
place of publication of Sporopodium caucasicum 
nov. spec., and below referred to the article in the 
journal “Bolezni Rastenii”, dating it to 1909, as 
just a publication covering the same subject as the 
previous one (Zahlbruckner, 1912). In the “Cata-
logus Lichenum Universalis”, there is only a refe
rence to the article from the “Bolezni...”, dated 

1909 too (Zahlbruckner, 1924). It is worth noting  
that foreign taxonomists referred to the article in 
the “Bolezni...” (as “Jahrbücher für Pflanzenkrank-
heiten”) as to the protologue of Sporopodium cau-
casicum (Vězda, 1979, 1983; Ferraro et al., 2001), 
and rarely cited both publications (Santesson, 
1952), while the Caucasian lichen florists when 
compiling floras and lists of species referred only 
to the article from the “Trudy...” (Barkhalov, 1983; 
Inashvili, 1986; Inashvili et al., 2022). It looks like 
a trend and could probably be due to different ac-
cessibility of these two journals for lichenologists 
from different countries.

During our research, it was found that the ear-
lier of two articles describing Sporopodium caucasi-
cum was issued in the “Bolezni Rastenii” (Elenkin, 
Woronichin, 1908). This issue is dated 1908 and 
we have no evidence to disprove this fact or rea-
son to doubt it. Since it is the final issue for 1908, 
it was published in the second half of 1908. The 
other article was published in the “Trudy Impera
torskago S.-Peterburgskago Obshchestva Estest-
voispytatelei” (Elenkin, Woronichin, 1909) and 
represents the abstract of Elenkin’s report made on 
the October 15th, 1908 at a meeting of the botany 
department of the Imperial St. Petersburg Society 
of Naturalists. However, despite the fact that the 
minutes of the meeting containing information on 
the new species were drawn up in 1908, it was pub-
licly released later, on the January 7th, 1909, and 
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Fig. 1. Type specimens of Sporopodium caucasicum.
A–C — images of the thalli from the lectotype (LE L-498); D — image of the thallus from the isolectotype (LE L-26443). 

E — packet and label of the lectotype (LE L-498); F — those of the isolectotype (LE L-26443). Scales: 1 mm.

consequently is not the place of publication of the 
name. The description of Sporopodium caucasicum 
in this article is identical to that published in the 
“Bolezni...”, except for the illustrations.

The protologue of Sporopodium caucasicum 
states that the species description was based on 
specimens from two different localities: “Hab. Su-
pra folia Buxi sempervirentis in Caucaso occidentali 

prope Gagry leg. K.  I.  Bartelsen (1907); in dist
ricto Suchum in faucibus Pacichirsk [Patskir] leg. 
J.  N.  Woronow (1904)” (Elenkin, Woronichin, 
1908, 1909). In the lichenological herbarium of 
the Komarov Botanical Institute of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences (LE L), there are two speci
mens of Sporopodium caucasicum with original la-
bels in Elenkin’s handwriting collected in 1904 by 
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G. N. Woronow in the Patskir Gorge. One of these 
specimens is marked “sp. nova” and another con-
tains the reference to the “Bolezni Rastenii”. The 
specimens collected in 1907 by K.  I.  Bartelsen 
in Gagra were not found in LE. Since the Woro
now’s specimens are the only ones available to the 
authors, one of them (LE L-498) is designated 
here as the lectotype of the name Sporopodium 
caucasicum in accordance with Arts. F.5.4, 9.3, 
9.11, and 9.12 of the International Code of No-
menclature for algae, fungi, and plants (Turland 
et al., 2018). Every type specimen contains several 
thalli of the species. The parts of the type speci-
mens and the labels of the original material are  
shown in Fig. 1.

Sporopodium caucasicum Elenkin et Woron., 
1908, Bolezni Rastenii 2(3–4): 124; iidem, 1909, 
Trudy Imperatorskago S.-Peterburgskago Ob
shchestva Estestvoispytatelei 39(1): 238.

Lectotype (Komarnitskaya, Gagarina, desig-
nated here): [Abkhazia] Caucasus. Sukhum Dis-
trict in Patsikhirsk [Patskir] Gorge, on leaves 
of Buxus sempervirens L., 1904, G.  N.  Woronow 
(translated from Russian) — [Абхазия] Кавказ. 
Сухумский округ в Пацихирском [Пацкир-
ском] ущелье, на листьях Buxus sempervirens L., 
1904, Ю. Н. Воронов, LE L-498!

Mycobank: MBT10023621
The specimen no. LE L-26443 is an isolecto-

type.
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